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DEAN’S MESSAGE

Staying the Course

We have all had to spend a great deal of time trying to find ways to cut costs, become
fiscally responsible and better stewards across our campus. However, | want to applaud this
College, the faculty and staff and students for staying the course and not losing focus our ultimate
goal....educating and empowering the state’s current and future workforce.

Nobody knows just yet what our restraints for 2009-2010 will be, but we must continue David ite
to keep our overall attention on providing the best quality education. | believe we are becoming Interim Dean
better positioned every day, not just to participate, but have a strong voice in ECU’s future plans.

We have faculty members serving in the Outstanding Scholar Academy, on the Master Planning Committee, the
Carnegie Classification Committee, and of course the Faculty Senate and numerous other impactful groups that make the
decisions on this campus. | am pleased to see that as conversation centers on increasing class size and teacher workload,
we have faculty and staff stepping forward to take on more challenges which will ultimately improve our standing as a
College on and off the East Carolina campus.

Finally, our faculty is making a difference serving in the community. The university motto is Servire, or to serve
and that’s what we’re doing in the College of TECS. During the Chancellor’s Convocation in March, nearly 15 percent of
the recipients of service awards hailed from this College. And in case you are not aware, to win these awards you had to
serve in excess of 100 hours during the last calendar year. More than 80% of our College winners won the award for a
second straight year and many of the nominees exceeded 300 hours of service.

I commend all of your for staying the course and making ECU and the College of Technology and Computer
Science a better place.

MAKING HEADLINES

ECU students part of "Extreme’ experience

By Christine Neff - ECU News Services
Tuesday, March 10, 2009
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JAMESVILLE — They are giving up spring break for an experience that could only be
described as extreme.

East Carolina University students are volunteering for ABC's “Extreme Makeover:Home
Edition,” building a home for a Jamesville family this week, the university's spring break. The
house will be unveiled to the family on Friday.

Students in ECU's construction management program make up most of the university's
volunteers. Seventy-five to 80 students from the department are volunteering at the site.

Six students in the program served as project team leaders. Construction management teaching
instructor Bryan Wheeler and graduate West Overman are serving as project managers.

They are joining Edenton Builders and more than 1,000 volunteers from the region to work
12-hour shifts and 24-hour days building a home for the family of Jeff Cooper, a decorated
and disabled Gulf War veteran.

“The most impressive part of this is the magnitude of it,” said Jerry Langston, a senior
. ECU student in construction management. “It's not the fact that we're building a huge
house. It's the fact that there is a coordinated effort of people who are volunteering their
time and doing what should be a 16 to 24-week project in 106 hours or less.”

Facing that time crunch, the army of volunteers is rarely resting. By Monday afternoon,
. they began securing the first walls of the new home on Cooper Lane. ECU students could
. be spotted in the crowd by the Pirate mascot stickers on their white hard hats.

Langston said he kept in mind the family they're helping.

“It's great to do this for a family that has the needs they have. We know at the end of the week, this family will come into
a brand new house that is handicapped accessible,” he said.

Jeff Cooper, his wife Clara, and their children Windy and Aaron faced many challenges in their old home. Both Jeff and
his son are disabled. Jeff, who suffers from Gulf War Syndrome, immune disorders and multiple sclerosis, is confined to a
wheelchair. Aaron lost most of his right arm when he was run over by a garbage truck two years ago.

The double-wide trailer where they had been living had faulty wiring, a sinking roof and a rotting wheelchair ramp,
according to a news release from “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition.”

The new home will be a tremendous improvement.
“This is truly about service. That's why we're here,” Wheeler said.

The Jamesville episode of “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition” is scheduled to air on ABC in May.
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Students learn to make homes energy-efficient
Daily Reflector Newspaper

Several ECU students have taken a step to become more energy efficient and environmentally friendly.
The students recently completed Rebuilding Together's Online Energy Efficiency Workshop, a volunteer certification
program that provides easy and cost-effective strategies to make a home more energy efficient.

The workshop was completed through Sustainable Design, an undergraduate course administered by ECU's Department of
Technology Systems.

"Sustainable design and energy efficiency are examples of the necessary training graduates must have when they enter the
workforce," said Robert Chin, a professor in ECU's Department of Technology Systems. "As we grow green and as we
become more energy conscious on a global scale, our students are able to remain ahead of the curve so that they are not
only prepared to succeed, but make immediate impacts."

Students who completed the program were Moria Little, Anthony Pleasant, Meredith Harris, Travis Roundtree, Daniel
Stiles, Jordan Jones, Ahmed Kar, Timothy Strickland, Tyler Priest, Dani Berrone, Chris Bray, Phillip Lewis, Stephanie
Askey, Edward Tramble, Rochelle Williams, Lindsey Austin, Tanya Froeba, Edgar Santos and Clay Sugg.

ECU Construction Management Hosts Director of Construction of North Carolina Turnpike Authority

On February 25, 2009, the Department of Construction Management
hosted Mr. Shannon Sweitzer, Director of the North Carolina
Turnpike Authority. He conducted a lecture to students, faculty and
guests for about 50 minutes and then met with the department faculty
about possible collaborative projects. During his presentation,

Sweitzer covered the proposed six interstate highway construction

Shannon Sweitzer in the coming years, the first electronic toll highway in the US, and
North Carolina Turnpike Authority . iy .
potential employment opportunities for construction students.

JETS Competition at ECU Proves To Be Great Success for Eastern North Carolina High Schools
Daily Reflector

East Carolina University hosted the annual Junior Engineering Technology Society (JETS) competition for students
between 9-12 grades on Friday, February 27, 2009. Six student teams from eastern North Carolina high schools
participated in the event. The student teams, ranging from freshmen to seniors, included two teams from Richlands High
School and Washington High School as well as one team from Greene Central High
School and the Bertie-Chowan Physics Club.

The JETS flagship program, TEAMS (Tests of Engineering, Aptitude, Mathematics and
Science) gives students the opportunity to discover the practical application of math
and science by solving some of today’s greatest engineering challenges. The
competition involved a pair of 90-minute segments with the first part being 80 multiple
choice questions and the second segment consisting of four open-ended questions.
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The Bertie-Chowan Physics Club Junior Varsity team grabbed first place in the TEAMS
competition. The Richlands High School Engineering Club Varsity team placed second
and third place was awarded to the Washington High School Varsity team.

“It is exciting to see the amazing potential in these young men and women,” said Dr.

David Batts, an ECU faculty member in the Department of Technology Systems and local
JETS site coordinator. “Their skill level and understanding of real world math and science o
application is outstanding for high school students, some of which are freshmen and -

s David Batts
SOphOl’IlOI‘CS. Technology Systems

JETS programs touch more than 40,000 students and 10,000 educators from 6,000 high schools across the country every
year. JETS participants are a diverse group-more than 1/2 from groups that are traditionally underrepresented in
engineering and technology fields, including 1/3 of which are female.

“East Carolina University and the College of Technology and Computer Science are
naturally focused on the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)
discipline,” said Dr. Philip Lunsford, a professor in the Department of Technology
Systems. Competitions such as the JETS and TEAMS events allow us to attract students
to this field at very young ages, and hopefully keep them interested to where they will
pursue a career.”

This is the first time East Carolina University has hosted the JETS and TEAMS
competition, however, ECU has plans to host the event again in late February 2010.

East Carolina University Technology Systems’ Students Sweep Awards in National Competition
Daily Reflector

work performed in the fall 2008 semester. The students, who are pursuing a degree in the
Design program through the Department of Technology Systems, were recognized in the
42™ Annual Design Drafting Contest, conducted by the American Design Drafting
Association (ADDA).

Thirteen East Carolina University students have received national recognition for their A:

)
¥

INTERNATIONAL

The students were judged on a variety of levels and categories and ECU students swept awards in three divisions. A total
of twenty-four (24) students from ECU’s Architectural Design and Drafting class submitted their entries and competed in
Category A (advanced level). Students from the ECU Department of Technology Systems have competed in the ADDA
annual design drafting contest in previous years and took home awards in 2004, 2005, 2007, and 2008.

Note! The Board of Governors represents first place, Board of Directors represents second place and the third place
award is the Presidential Award. All residential entries had to comply with specific division and other general contest
requirements, while the commercial division entries were original designs guided by specific client requirements.

Division AC-RES (residential architecture - computer aided) - Board of Governors Award — Travis Roundtree (ECU),
Board of Directors Award - Tyler Priest (ECU), and Presidential Award - Mathew Gardner (ECU).

Division AC-COM (commercial architectural - computer aided) - Board of Governors Award — Jeremy McKee (ECU),
Board of Directors Award — Christopher Denton (ECU), and Presidential Award — Daniel Stiles (ECU)

Division A-APRE (architectural rendering division — manual) - Board of Governors Award — Joel Howard (ECU), Board
of Directors Award — Marcus Dill (ECU), and Presidential Award — Brian Bell (ECU).
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Division AC-APRE (architectural rendering division — computer-aided) - Presidential Award - John Sweitzer (ECU)
Division AC-STRU (structural - computer-aided) - Board of Governors Award - Edgar Santos — (ECU)

(New Division) Division AC-GISP (GIS Presentation) - Board of Directors Award — Jennifer Weigand (ECU) and
Presidential Award — Clay Suggs (ECU)

Dr. Robert Chin, from the ECU Department of Technology Systems, worked daily with the contestants to
ensure they stayed within the rules and guidelines as well as provided them with access to necessary
information about submitting the projects.

Robert Chin “I am extremely proud of the effort on the part of all our students, not just those winning awards,”
Technology Systems Chin said. “This type of competition validates the delivery of our instruction and what we teach each
day in the classroom and allows the students to think and work at a level that will be required by
those who employ them.”

A recognition certificate will be awarded to each of the three places in each division. Board of Governors winners will
also receive a $50.00 cash prize and will be invited to accept their award during the Annual ADDA Conference during the
week of March 31-April 4 in Nashville, TN.

FACULTY NEWS

Dr. Robert A. Chin (Technology Systems) was appointed as an at-large representative to the

= ‘J Journal of Industrial Technology Board. His period of service is from Nov 2008 to Nov 2011.

Robert Chin
Technology Systems

Ron Sessoms (Construction Management) is serving as a Family of Care Associate for
the East Carolina Heart Institute at Pitt County Memorial Hospital. A Family of Care
Associate is the name for the formal advisors with the University Health Systems. Ron is
providing insight from his vast professional background, but also as a former cardiac

patient. He is planning to serve on the Editorial Review Committee for patient and Ron Sessoms

. . . . . .. . . . Construction Management
family education materials as well as sharing his opinions on wayfinding, signage and
creating positive first impressions at the Heart Institute.

Rick Williams (Engineering) participated in Pirate Entrepreneurs on February 24, 2009. He
presented as a part of the “Creating Prototypes” theme for the evening which was held at the
Willis Building. He holds four patents for inventions associated with the manufacturing of
optical waveguides.

Richard Williams
Engineering
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V. Lakshmi Narasimhan (Computer Science) had the following papers presented and published at
conferences:
“Asset Management — Tools, Techniques and Standards”, Invited Keynote Addresdnternational
Conference on Emerging Trends in Computing (ICETIC), Virudhunagar, India, 8-10 January, 2009,
Sponsored by IEEE.
“EDAM: An anchor desk for Environmental Disaster Analysis & Management: Design of a second-
generation foundational information management infrastructure ”, Proc. of the International Conference
on Emerging Trends in Computing (ICETIC), Virudhunagar, India, 8-10 January, 2009, pp.1-14,
Sponsored by IEEE.

Mark Angolia (Technology Systems) passed the APICS certification exam for the designation
of “Certified Supply Chain Professional” (CSCP). By earning this certification, he hopes to
boost the credibility and standing of our program. The information in the APICS Body of

" Knowledge is used in my courses in Warehousing, Transportation Logistics and Distributor

Al) Sales/Branch Management. He now joins Jeanne-Marie Lawrence with the CSCP certification

Mark A‘ngo.ia as they seek to grow the Distribution & Logistics program.
Technology Systems

Jason Yao (Engineering) spent some time with Eastern North
Carolina elementary school students. He visited WH
Robinson Elementary School to teach the students and
teachers about the Chinese New Year and Chinese culture.

David Batts (Technology Systems) presented at the Society for Information
Technology & Teacher Education International Conference held in Charleston, SC,
March 2-6, 2009. The paper was entitled Using Distance Education for Cost
Effective Delivery The paper was co-authored by Sandy Friend and Carolyn

Dunn, also from Technology Systems.

Also, Batts presented at the 2009 International Conference on Industry,
Engineering and Management Systems (IEMS) on March 9-11, 2009 in Cocoa
=1 B
Beach, Florida. The paper was entitled Service Learning Supporting ITEST * Sandra Friend Lee Toderick
Initiatives in Rural North Carolinand was co-authored by Lee Toderick from

the Department of Technology Systems.

Both were presentations with the paper being peer reviewed in proceedings.
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Instructor’s Association on March 5, 2009. He also presented two peer-reviewed papers to
at the Industry, Engineering, & Management Systems (IEMS) conference on March 8-11,

Sam Khoury (Technology Systems) became a member of the North Carolina Computer e
2009 in Cocoa Beach: '

Sam Khoury

1. Samir Y. Khoury and Leslie R. Pagliari (Tech Systems) entitledii RF | D I
Training in an Industri al Distrib

2. Samir Y. Khoury and Christine Russell (Tech Systems) entitled “The
Devel opment of a Course Concepts

= and

ent

Sam also presented two peer-reviewed papers at the Southeast Decision Sciences Institute
(SEDSI) conference on Feb 18-20, in Charleston, SC.
1. Samir Y. Khoury and Leslie R. Pagliari entitled Practical
Examples of Supply Chain Applications Using a Distribution
Laboratory.
2. Samir Y. KhouryentittedTel ecommuti ngdés Ef
Employee, the Work Group, the Organization, and Society.

Leslie Pagliari

Christine Russell

Student News

ECU student aces international engineering exam

An East Carolina University student has received a perfect score on an international engineering certification
exam. Burns Mijanovich, a senior in the Department of Technology System’s Information and Computer
Technology (ICT) program, was one of six students to successfully complete a Red Hat certification exam as
either a Certified Engineer or Certified Technician.

Mijanovich took the Red Hat Certified Engineer (RHCE) exam on Jan. 31 and
became the first person at ECU to earn a perfect score on it. Five other ECU
students successfully earned their Red Hat Certified Technician (RHCT)
certification.

“l was very excited, because although | expected | would pass the exam, a perfect
score seemed unlikely,” said Mijanovich, a Marshall, NC native. “With a hands-on
exam as rigorous and demanding as this, there's always the chance that something will
go wrong. But that day, everything went according to plan. I’m grateful that | had the opportunity to take the
RHCE, and my thanks go to Mr. Lee Toderick and Mr. Kris Augustus for their help and support.”

Burn Mijanovich

Toderick, a faculty member in the ICT program, expects Mijanovich’s success to pay dividends down the road.
“I am so excited and proud of these students’ accomplishments. To take this exam and especially succeed
demonstrates the strength of our curriculum and proves that our graduates will be prepared to compete in a 21
century global economy,” he said.
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Red Hat is a company that provides students around the world with the opportunity to learn the value and need
of Linux and open source technology. ECU’s College of Technology and Computer Science, which houses the
ICT program, is one of only 26 colleges and universities in the nation to be recognized as a Red Hat Academy.

The RHCE and RHCT exams test competency in Linux system administration as well as security, configuration
and web server skills. The certified engineer exam lasts about five and a half hours, while the RHCT exam takes
about three hours to complete.

Since being named a Red Hat Academy in 2006, ECU’s Information and Computer Technology program has
had about 55 students complete the RHCE and RHCT exams.

“This opens up an entire world of possibilities to our students to new employment in careers such as Linux
system and security administrators, as well as building strong foundations for future academic efforts in
network security,” Toderick said.

Career coaches trying to give students a leg-up
By Kathryn Kennedy - The Daily Reflector
Thursday, March 26, 2009

East Carolina University alumnus Joe Hester and senior David Daw hovered near the entrance of the Greenville
Convention Center's exhibit hall, arms full of company brochures and applications.

They'd spent the lunch hour wandering around talking to representatives from about 75 employers brought in by
the university's Career Center. Military recruiters, small banks and insurance companies, and big names like
Coca-Cola and Target were all available for questioning.

The hardest part of finding a job?

“There aren't any,” Hester quickly replies. He lost his job with a roofing
company in February.

Still, Thursday afternoon’s all-majors career fair hosted a strong and
diverse employer turnout considering the economy, said Jim McAtee,
interim director for East Carolina University's Career Center. His staff's
job is to “make sure that Pirates are getting hired” as they leave the
hallowed halls of higher education and enter the real world.

“It's hard to find jobs,” said Daw, whose degree will be in marketing and supply chain management. “Most
companies want you to have four to five years experience. Starting out ... how do you get in that position?
When you're graduating and you don't have that experienced€ | where's that entry-level position?

“I've had summer jobs at different companies and stuff but nothing consistent that they'll take as the experiences
needed.”
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Now he's looking at other options — an Air Force Officer Training program that could make him a pilot, in
particular.

McAtee said thinking outside of the box is a good thing that students need to isolate “transferable skills” they
take away from their major and could apply to a number of fields.

“Technology, government services, health care — they're hiring,” he said. “And they're hiring people from
different majors. They also need employees in accounting, PR, marketing or sales.”

One sign of the times is that job-seeking students are asking for help more often, McAtee said, and their
questions have changed. People used to come to the Career Center to ask about resume tips and how to
negotiate a salary.

“Now they're asking, ‘How do I find a job when my dad just got laid off?,”” McAtee said. They're concerned
about competing with their peers, students from other schools, international candidates and laid-off experienced
workers.

Pitt Community College will hold a career fair of its own in the coming weeks. Career Services Coordinator
Tami Kernen said her students are taking the process “a little bit more seriously’” now than in healthier
economies.

She's been requested to provide focused workshops on interview skills rather than the overall job hunt and to
host more one-on-one mock interview sessions. Kernen said she focuses on small factors that could make a big
difference: Appropriate attire, a firm handshake, remember to smile in a stressful situation, making eye contact.

“What I tell students, in good economies and bad, is to have a couple of whales on your radar,” McAtee said.
“Target those. But have some small fish options. To continue with the fishing metaphor, students have to cast a
wider net.”

Senior Kathryn Glenn is following that mantra. She envisioned herself working overseas as a corporate
international buyer based on experiences working trade shows, but is now considering smaller companies closer
to home.

“People keep forgetting to go local,” Glenn said, noting some regions don't have the unemployment numbers
big cities do.

Another piece of advice career advisors are dishing out? Keep your chin up, kid.

“You can always find a reason to feel badly about a situation,” McAtee said. “You need to find the positive. As
much doom and gloom as there is, there are still great places to work and great jobs to be had.”

“We're still trying to be optimistic with students,” said Kernen. “The competition is greater, but I think our PCC
students are academically prepared.”

Some students are taking the advice to heart, and even finding a silver lining.

“I know the economy will turn around eventually and grad school's what I really wanted to do anyway,” Hester
said.

March 2009 Newsletter Page 9



“And I wouldn't have done it if I kept my job.”

_ ) _ ACM EVENT:
ACM Student Chapter Holds Linux Installation Presentation @ LINUX INSTALLATION
o 6:30-9:00pm
Sci. & Tech. Reom 235
The East Carolina University ACM Student Chapter held an event on February 25" on S A
Linux Installation from 6:30pm-9pm. This event was a hands-on workshop on how to m’}:’:’ﬂ?’:‘:‘."&m
install Linux. Chris Betancourt, a computer science graduate student, was the speaker. e i

Speaker:
Christopher Betancourt CABO701ZECU.EDY

ECU's ACM chapter Advisor:
Or.Qin Ding DINGQTECU.EDU

Official ACM website: ~ www.acm.org

ECU Engineering Student Competes in National Ski Competition

A senior engineering student, William David Robertson traveled to Winter Park, Colorado as a member of the
ECU Ski/Snowboarding Club Team to compete in the United States Collegiate Ski & Snowboard Association
National Championship March 3-7. Ten team members from ECU made the trip, and Dave competed in one of
the individual events.

Advising Center Student Worker Nominated

Keith Wagner, a student worker in the TECS Advising Center, is a nominee for the Student Employee of the
Year award. The winner will be announced during a banquet, which is a part of National Student Employment
Week, held the week of April 13-17, 2009.

Upcoming Events for the College of Technology and Computer Science

May 8 East Carolina University Commencement

May 9 College of TECS Recognition Ceremony

Next Issue of the TECS Newsletter:

College of TECS Students Win Multiple Awards in ECU Research and Creative Achievement Week

Inaugural Robert and Betty Hill Recognition Breakfast of Excellence for Scholarship and Award
Winners

Angela Allen — IBM Vice President and TECS Alumna - Leadership and Success Lecture
Joe Robson — Chairman of the Board of the National Association of Home Builders Speaks at ECU
Douglas Kruger and Sue Williams Retirement Event

Alumni Spotlight — Bill and Hunter Blount
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